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President’s Report 

Welcome to the October/November Newsletter 

Hi Everyone, 

Dave Castrechini writing to you on behalf of Steve who is a little snowed under with work at the moment. 

First of all, a big thank you to all those that made the trek to the Bend; firstly, for the first weekend and another 

thank you for those that were able (or silly) to do it again the next weekend. (I've got my hand up here). 

There was great racing on both weekends across all classes, even the big guys put on a not too shabby show.  Talk 

about chalk and cheese weather though, it was pleasing to see everyone seemed to be well prepared for the 

conditions and boy didn’t that coffee come at the right time! 

Our next General Meeting is Wednesday, 14th October, once again at the SCC-SA Clubrooms commencing at 

7;30pm.  Firstly, if you want to attend the meeting, we have to run a list like we did at the AGM.  Either get your 

name on the Database or Secretary will have the attendance book on the night.  (Please ensure we get your name 

on one of them please – it is only needed if anyone contracts the “bug” it is simply there so we know who attended). 

We all know that the 2020 / 2021 SAMROA T&CC is usually up for re-election this month.  With that in mind, if you 

hold a bronze licence or higher, currently financial (or can join on the night) and want to help organise and put into 

action training sessions that will help all members and yourself, nominate now.  This can be done by contacting the 

secretary who has the forms, or have someone nominate you on the night.  At the time of writing, nominations are: 

Cathy Croci – WH&S Officer, Kim Wilson and Peter Cirillo.  Two members of the General Committee also “sit” on 

the T&CC and this year it will be Ray McGuiness and Graham Church. (SAMROA T&CC usually consists of 7 members; 

at this time, we have nominations for 5 positions so room for two more).  So, once again, if you know someone who 

you think would be willing to be on this Committee, nominate them.  The more people we have that are eligible, 

the more depth and points of difference the Committee will have. 

Of course, voting in new Committee members this year often means that some of the current members have stood 

down, and I would like to personally thank them for all the hard work each and every one of them has put in, 

particularly with the corona virus curve ball they have had to deal with at a training level, so again thank you. 

Talking of Committees and also looking a little to the future, come August 2021, the AGM will again be run and 

voting will happen all over again.  Start thinking about who you want to run your club, I stress “Your Club” so it is 

your choice, don't waste an opportunity to influence how your club can be run.  This year there will be a few 

members standing down also. 

The club bags look really good and more importantly are very functional, the criteria was set at the AGM and the 

roll out has begun with some members using them at The Bend these past two weekends - very stylish.  I heard 

some very positive comments not only from members but others too. 

So, to close, don't forget the next General Meeting on the 14th October at the SCC-SA Clubrooms commencing at 

7.30pm. 

See you all there, well as many as can get there! 

Written by Dave Castrechini – SAMROA Vice President.  
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Local Events Calendar 
 

Reminder, as the COVID-19 situation is ever changing, keep an eye out on social media, SAMROA 

emails and newsletters for updates. 

 

• 25th Oct. Superkarts & Mod. Reg. – Mallala 

• 31st October & 1st November – SCCSA Championship Rnd 4 – TBMSP 

• 28th November – SCCSA Championship Rnd 5 – Mallala 

• 29th November – Superkarts & Mod. Reg. – Mallala 
 

Also check out what is happening across the state in all forms of Motorsport via the Motorsport Australia 

Events Calendar: https://motorsport.org.au/events/championships/state/sa-nt (this site is not validated for 

accuracy by SAMROA) 

 

 

Happy birthday to our members will be celebrating milestones in October or 

November. 

October November 

Ashley Penhall – 2nd Joel Heinrich - 3rd 

Cathy Croci – 4th Kim Wilson - 7th 

Tom Westin – 6th Matthew Jones - 16th 

Ted Blackwell – 7th (Life Member) Chris Hutchinson - 19th 

Paul Papanikolaou – 13th Tony Aloi - 21st 

Peter Cirillo – 15th (Life Member) Arthur Butler - 22nd 

Matthew Avery – 25th Robert Creaser - 25th 

 Ian Rae - 27th 

 Robert Thiry - 28th, (Life Member) 

 David Castrechini - 28th, (Life Member) 

 Lawrie Schmitt - 29th. (Life Member) 

 

  

https://motorsport.org.au/events/championships/state/sa-nt
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T&CC Report – Chris Hutchinson 
 

Hello everyone, well we are truly back into the swing of motorsport now.  A big thank you to all members that have 

attended recent race meetings.  It is said all the time but without you there simply is no Motorsport. 

Our next event is the Superkarts and Modern Regularity on the 25th of October at Mallala Motorsport Park, 

followed by State Round 4 at The Bend Motorola Park on October 31st-1st November.  Please put your name down 

if you are able to attend. 

The new SAMORA T&CC will be voted in this week on Wednesday the 14th of October.  On behalf of the current 

committee I would like to say a big thank you to everyone for your great feedback and support during these trying 

times of COVID-19.  We have had to put a hold on a lot that we had set out to achieve in 2020, but we will 

recommend that the new T&CC take on board our plans and ideas and hopefully get the ball rolling on some further 

training days and courses in 2021. 

The rosters we had running this year for Race Control, Starter and Form Up have been a success so far but I'm 

hoping moving forward these can be expanded on once again. 

On a personal note I would like to say thank you to all of you that have supported me on the T&CC over the past 6 

years and in the last 12months as the chairperson.  It has been an amazing experience serving on this committee 

over the years and I have learnt so much, matured and helped my fellow officials achieve their goals and also a few 

of my own.  I encourage anyone that is looking to assist the club on another level and help teach and upskill your 

fellow members to considering nominating for the T&CC. 

Remember the T&CC is answerable to the General Management Committee on all matters and actions throughout 

the year.  Two members from the General Committee step down onto the T&CC as representatives. 

If anyone has any questions, issues or concerns about anything please feel free to contact me directly.  I'd love to 

see some different members taking on positions on this committee.  I'm happy to help with a nomination or answer 

any questions you may have. 

Reminder that if you are unwell leading up to an event to STAY HOME and inform the Chief Flag.  We all want to 

keep racing and stay healthy. 

Hope to see you all on Wednesday. 

"Individual commitment to a group effort--that is what makes a team work, a company work, a society work, a 

civilization work." --Vince Lombardi. 

Chris Hutchinson 

T&CC Chairperson 
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Social Committee Report – Janelle Orrock  
 
 
As mentioned in the previous newsletter, in lieu of the annual dinner we’re thinking something along the lines of a 
social / BBQ day at a park, numbers pending.  Check the database for dates and be sure to add you name so we can 
get numbers for catering. 
 

Cheers, 

Janelle 

 

  

SAMROA member Shaun Halliday is a franchisee of Mister Minit which 

specialises in repairs, engravings, cutting services plus much more!  

Shaun has offered a 20% discount for SAMROA members upon 

presenting their membership card.  His kiosk is located at the Unley 

Shopping Centre.  Come on down and support each other.  
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WH&S Report – Deborah Squires  
 

What a year 2020 has been. It’s been challenging for different reasons and has affected us in varying degrees.  From 

COVID19 causing a lengthy absence from our normal calendar, to the reduction of socializing that we have become 

accustomed to enjoying.  Add into the mix new rules and Government restrictions for attending Events and adapting 

to new safety measures, I can only say well done to everyone.  We all know that motorsports can be dangerous but 

so I think it’s a timely reminder to us all that there are pre COVID19 expectations. 

First and foremost, there are Motorsport Australia policies and rules that we are ALL expected to adhere to and 

abide by. We are human and we make mistakes. 

Motorsport Australia Officials Code of Ethics 

• Place safety and welfare above all else 
• Accept responsibility for all actions taken 
• Be impartial 
• Avoid any situation that may lead to a conflict of interest 
• Be courteous, respectful and open to interaction 
• Seek continual self-improvement through training, performance appraisal and regular updating of 

competencies 
• Be positive role models in behaviour and personal appearance 
• Maintain equal opportunity and harassment free sport practices 

Motorsport Australia Code of Conduct 

• Professionalism 

• Good sportsmanship 

• Honesty 

• Integrity, including not gambling 

• Compliance with the law 

• Consideration of CAMS, event organizers and key stakeholders 

• Compliance to venue rules 

• Compliance to health, safety and other issues 

• Respect of intellectual property 

• Appropriate appearance 

• Exercise common sense 
 

Reading through both the Code of Ethics and Code of Conduct clearly both incorporate our personal safety and 

welfare whilst complying with Health, Safety and Welfare expectations.  It really does come down to common sense 

and being considerate of others.  SAMROA is a family of officials and like every family there can be squabbles, 

however if it goes beyond that and begins to affect our mental and emotional wellbeing and safety it then becomes 

a problem.  A problem, that needs to be addressed. Having said that, this family of officials is quirky, fun, passionate 

and supportive. 

We are all here to have fun, enjoy motorsports and go home safe. 

This is my last Newsletter Report and I appreciate and value all that I’ve learnt from the T&CC.  I know that whoever 

takes over as WHS will have a wealth of knowledge and experience to share with everyone. 

Thank you 

 

Deb Squires - T&CC + WHS (Outgoing) 

General Committee Member  
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 MINUTES OF SAMROA GENERAL MEETING

Meeting Details

Date & Time: 26 August 2020 @ 19:30 (7:30pm)
Location:    SCCSA Club-rooms

51 King William Road, Unley, SA 5061

Meeting Opened: 19:30 (7:30 pm) 

Present: Steve Lewis, Paul Bonnett, Matt Avery, Alec Donnen, Owen Smith, 
Bradley Morrison, Kim Wilson, Darren Mattiske, Steven Kaczmarek, 
Bruce Morisset, Arthur Butler, Jackie Schlein, Deborah Squires,
Cathy Croci, Graham Church, Nick Papanikolaou, Paul Papanikolaou, 
Tom Westin, Peter Ruth, Peter Cirillo, David Castrechini, Ray McGuiness,
Janelle Orrock, Paul Karamanov & Rod Mountifield.  

Apologies: Peter Stevens, Lisa Totani, Andrew Robinson, Tony Aloi and 
Karl Fleming.

Visitors / Guest: Jack Holding

Late:   

Announcements / Reminders:
1. Membership Renewals Due JULY 2020 (Can be renewed tonight)
2. 2020 SAMROA AGM follows approximately 15 minutes after General meeting.
3.
 

Previous Minutes:
Due to Covid 19 Pandemic, Last General Meeting was 12Feb20. Copies of the previous minutes 

were placed in the April 2020 Newsletter and sent out by Secretary. Some copies are on the tables 
for members to read.  Secretary (Paul Bonnett) moved that minutes be accepted and seconded by 
Cathy Croci. All members present, voted in favour that minutes be accepted. Carried.

Business arising from the minutes: 

 No business arising from the Previous Minutes.

Incoming / Outgoing Correspondence:
Correspondence as per list tabled at the meeting. (Copy Attached) 

Moved by Secretary (Paul Bonnett) and seconded by Arthur Butler that the correspondence be 
received. All present voted in favour. Carried.

Business Arising from the Correspondence:

 No business arising from the Correspondence List.

26Aug20 Gen Minutes.doc  P a g e # 1



Treasurer's Report:
  
Treasurer’s Report was presented and moved by Acting Treasurer. (Ray McGuiness)
Seconded by David Castrechini. All voted in favour that the reports be accepted.

Accounts for Payment:

 No Accounts for Payment were presented.

Reports from Other Committees:

WHS (Presented by Deborah Squires)
 So far, with all race meetings held since “Return to Race” Compliance with the Covid guidelines 

have been good – very dynamic document so changes are bound to be expected.
 Very soon we will moving into warmer months – be prepared when trackside.

T&CC
 No meeting has been held due to some members being interstate (Darwin Double header) or 

busy elsewhere. Only two months to go until next General meeting – start thinking of Committee 
vacancies.

New Membership Applications (For General Committee's Approval)



MOTORSPORT AUSTRALIA (Presented by Paul Bonnett – Zoom Meeting Held 18 August 2020)
 Harry Day will be finishing with MotorSport Australia on 31 August 2020 due to business 

re-structure 
 Further information on situation with State Office and Business re-structure to be advised. 

Meeting scheduled with Eugene tomorrow evening.
Some panel members are very disappointed of closures and plenty of questions will hopefully be 
addressed at the meeting.

 Seems to be plenty of licence renewal notification problems stemming from MotorSport Australia 
people working from home / State office restructures.

STATE OFFICIATING PANEL (SOP) REPORT  (Report from State Council Minutes)

 Be Careful on what is posted on Social Media in light of Covid restrictions.
 Government regulations now require a Covid Marshal at all events.
 ORSR (Office for Recreation, Sport & Racing) has opened new round of Active Grants 

programme.

26Aug20 Gen Minutes.doc  P a g e # 2



MOTOR RACING PANEL (MRP)   REPORT   (Report from State Council Minutes) 

 Haven’t had meeting since July
 First race meet run be SCCSA, well run and well received two day event.
 Discussion on the collection of (Covid) contact tracing information for track management 

purposes.
 Circuit Excel approached by the Bend to take one of the track slot products to run an event 

Saturday 26th September. No formal calendar request at this point – Sub Committee set up to 
explore the opportunity. 

WEBSITE / IT (Update from Peter Ruth)

 Peter R has upgraded Web Site.
 Also, Peter has added “reCAPTURE” programe to “newmembers” web address and Spam 

received (mainly by Committee Members) has drastically dropped off

SOCIAL COMMITTEE (Update from Janelle Orrock)

 Social event planned to be held in December may still go ahead. (Will have to monitor events in 
next couple of months to see if viable to hold) 

PROMOTIONS  (Update from Janelle Orrock)

 SAMROA Member’s Lanyards have arrived in State, still awaiting hats.

SCC-SA  

 No recent meeting has been held.

General Business

 It is customary for some money to be be put across the bar at completion of tonight's AGM. 
Secretary (Paul B.) motioned that total be up to $250.00, Vice President (David Castrechini) 
seconded – all attendees voted in favour. Carried

 General question asked: If one tests positive to Covid 19 and self isolates. Once cleared of the 
virus – do they then need to prove any clearance from a health practitioner to return to officiating?

  No real yes or no answer to the question but SAMROA would expect that a person does not 
return until fully fit and that a clearance would be sought as a courtesy.

 2019 AGM: General Committee Nominations remain open. General committee will be voted in at 
tonight's AGM.

 REMINDERS:

YOU   MUST   BE A FINANCIAL MEMBER TO SIT ON THE COMMITTEES  

YOU   MUST   HOLD A (Minimum) BRONZE LICENCE TO SIT ON THE T&C COMMITTEE  

26Aug20 Gen Minutes.doc  P a g e # 3



General Business (Continued)

Current nominations are as follows: (Only Signed and Seconded Nomination Sheets
can be accepted)
 
Position Nominee Nominated by Seconded by Financial

President Steve Lewis Janelle Orrock Paul Bonnett Checked – Y

Vice President David Castrechini Steve Lewis Paul Bonnett Checked – Y

Secretary Paul Bonnett Deborah Squires Janelle Orrock Checked – Y

Asst. Secretary Janelle Orrock Paul Bonnett Steve Lewis Checked – Y

Treasurer Checked – Y

Gen Committee Ray McGuiness Graham Church Paul Bonnett Checked – Y

Gen Committee Graham Church Ray McGuiness Paul Bonnett Checked – Y

Gen Committee Tom Westin Paul Bonnett Ray McGuiness Checked – Y

Further nominations taken since last General Meeting and Tonight:

Position Nominee Nominated by Seconded by Financial

Gen Committee Deborah Squires Paul Bonnett Steve Lewis Checked – Y

Gen Committee Tony Aloi Steve Lewis Paul Bonnett Checked – Y

Nominations for T&CC open – will be voted in at the October General Meeting. 

(Two members of General Committee sit on the T&CC so Committee will advise before voting)

Position Nominee Nominated by Seconded by Financial

T&CC Owen Smith Peter Cirillo Owen Declined

T&CC Rod Mountifield Cathy Croci Rod Declined

T&CC Bruce Morisett Janelle Orrock Undecided

Any further nominations for Training & Competition Committee can be made by email to the 
Secretary any time up until night of meeting.

26Aug20 Gen Minutes.doc  P a g e # 4



With no further General Committee / T&CC Nominations at the time, President suggested that 
General Meeting be temporarily closed to allow 2020 SAMROA AGM to commence.

General Meeting temporarily closed 20:00 (8:00 pm)

General Meeting re-commenced at 20:26 (8:26 pm) – Continued General Business

 Bruce Morisset: Backpacks are a good incentive but feels that the selection criteria to ascertain 
who receives one, discriminates against some persons who have already “put in the hard yards” 

Bruce then was invited to pass a motion that the SAMROA Committee re-assess the criteria to
include the SAMROA Life Members. Steve Lewis Seconded the motion.

Before voting, Janelle suggested that if a member has membership less than 5 yrs, it will be 
necessary to complete 8 days trackside over two consecutive years to be eligible for a 
backpack.  

With no more discussion, a vote was taken and the majority of members voted in favour. BM’s 
motion was carried and the General Committee will re-assess the criteria at the next 
Committee Meeting. 

 Rod Mountifield asked question re the Motorsport Australia “Return to Racing” guidelines. 
Suggested that only two officials at each flag post is insufficient and dangerous.  Committee is 
aware of concerns and will continue to monitor – Committee sees that the two officials can be 
seen as the minimum and also sees no reason why we can’t place more as long as the social 
distancing rule of 1.5m separation is not compromised.

With no further General Business, the General Meeting was closed at 20:50 (8:50 pm) and returned 
to AGM to conclude.

Next Meeting: 19:30 (7:30 pm) on 14 October 2020

Venue: To be confirmed prior to meeting

26Aug20 Gen Minutes.doc  P a g e # 5



 MINUTES OF SAMROA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Meeting Details

Date & Time: 26 August 2020 @ approx 20:30 (8:30pm)
Location:    SCCSA Club-rooms

51 King William Road, Unley, SA 5061

Meeting Opened: 20:10 (8:10 pm) 

Present: As per General Meeting.       

Apologies: As per General Meeting.   

Guest(s): As per General Meeting   

Late:

Previous Minutes:
 2019 AGM Minutes were sent out by Secretary (Paul Bonnett) Some copies were also placed at 

each table. Moved by Secretary (Paul Bonnett) and Seconded by Brad Morrison. All persons 
(Who were present at the last AGM) voted in favour that Minutes be accepted as true and correct.

 
Business arising from the minutes:
 Nil Business arising from the Minutes.

Correspondence:
 As per General Meeting list. There was no specific correspondence received in relation to the 

AGM. 
 

Business Arising from the Correspondence:
 Nil Business arising from the Correspondence.

Treasurer's Report: 

The report was moved by Ray McGuiness (Acting Treasurer) Seconded by Rod Mountifield.
All voted in favour that the report was true and correct and be accepted.
 
President motioned that Paul MacDonald be invited to be auditor for the 2021 AGM. Seconded by 
Ray McGuiness. All members present voted in favour. Motion Carried.

Secretary's Report – The Year that Was:

Read by Secretary (Paul Bonnett) (Copy filed on computer with Minutes)
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General Committee Elections:

 President declared all positions vacant.  

The nominations are as follows: (Only Signed and Seconded Nomination Sheets can be accepted) 

Position Nominee Nominated by Seconded by Financial

President Steve Lewis Janelle Orrock Paul Bonnett Checked – Y

Vice President David Castrechini Steve Lewis Paul Bonnett Checked – Y

Secretary Paul Bonnett Deborah Squires Janelle Orrock Checked – Y

Asst. Secretary Janelle Orrock Paul Bonnett Steve Lewis Checked – Y

Treasurer Checked – Y

Gen Committee Ray McGuiness Graham Church Paul Bonnett Checked – Y

Gen Committee Graham Church Ray McGuiness Paul Bonnett Checked – Y

Gen Committee Tom Westin Paul Bonnett Ray McGuiness Checked – Y

Gen Committee Checked – Y

Further nominations taken since last General Meeting and on the night:

Position Nominee Nominated by Seconded by Financial

Gen Committee Deborah Squires Paul Bonnett Steve Lewis Checked – Y

Gen Committee Tony Aloi Steve Lewis Paul Bonnett Checked – Y

Gen Committee Checked – Y

Only one nomination received for each position: President, Vice President, Secretary and Assistant 
Secretary.   No votes will be required.

No Nominations at this time for Treasurer

5 nominations currently received for 4 General Committee positions – Vote will be required.
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Votes counted for General Committee Positions: Tied votes between Tom Westin and Deborah 
Squires required a recount. 

20120 / 2021 SAMROA Committee

President – Steve Lewis

Vice President – David Castrechini

Secretary – Paul Bonnett

Assistant Secretary – Janelle Orrock

Treasurer – Vacant

General Committee – Ray McGuiness, Graham Church, Tony Aloi and Deborah Squires

President (Steve Lewis) firstly thanked the outgoing members for their contribution during the year 
and then congratulated the re-elected / new committee members for 2020 / 2021. 

AGM was temporarily closed at 20:25 to return and conclude General Meeting.

Returned at 20.50 to close AGM. 

General Business

 With no General Business, the meeting was closed at 21:00  (9:00 pm) and all attending 
members and guests were invited for Pizza and a few drinks at the bar.

Next AGM: Wednesday 11 August 2021

(Members to be notified of any Venue changes for 2021 meeting)
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